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In the first four months 
of 2016, we were busy setting up 
and taking down one trade show 
after another. From the International 
Builders’ Show in Las Vegas in 
January, to the 31st Annual Victoria 
Home Expo in April, we showcased 
our windows and doors to more than 
120,000 people.

It’s hard to believe that fall is just 
around the corner, and with it another 
round of home shows begins.

This year we are continuing to 
heighten our reputation for man-
ufacturing superior, high perfor-
mance window systems for the fast 
growing Passive House market. With 
Vancouver’s mandate to become 
the “greenest” city by 2020, and the 
tightening of the city’s building code, 
we find ourselves at the forefront of 
the push for high-efficiency build-
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ing products with our 4700-series 
ThermoPlus™ system. In fact, we re-
cently received certification from the 
Passivhaus Institut in Germany for our 
4700-series ThermoPlus PHC window.

The demand for our ThermoPlus 
windows and doors for commercial 
and residential buildings has been 
rising steadily across Canada and 
throughout the Pacific Northwest as 
interest in energy efficient housing 
grows. Read about five recent projects 
in this issue.

As well as manufacturing high- 
quality fenestration products, we are 
also pleased to continue our part-
nership with BCIT. Once again, we 
hosted a group of students from the 
Building Science program for prod-
uct presentations and a plant tour. 

In addition, we are also looking 
into collaborating with the school 

on some of their upcoming research 
projects. 

EuroLine is committed to invest-
ing in our products and people, and 
to strengthening our relationships 
with our customers and suppliers.

We remain dedicated to providing 
the best possible window and door 
systems for commercial and residen-
tial projects. We continue to support 
and maintain the objectives of energy 
efficient building practices such as 
Passive House. By keeping abreast of 
new technologies and best practices, 
and by using our years of expertise, 
we are accomplishing that goal. 

I wish to, personally, express my 
sincere thanks to everyone on the 
EuroLine team, as well as to our cus-
tomers and our suppliers for their 
continued support and confidence in 
the company.

Isbrand Funk, President & CEO 

BCIT Students Tour EuroLine Windows
We were happy to welcome Hamid 
Heidarali and his group of BCIT third 
year engineering students to EuroLine 
Windows for a plant tour and seminar.

Wilbert, Kalon and Roque led the 
students through the plant, explaining 
the steps involved in manufacturing 
our windows and doors — from cut-
ting the profiles to water testing the 
finished unit.

After the tour, Amy Bell, PFG’s Sales 
Manager, facilitated a seminar on the 
manufacturing of window glass. She 
also spoke about the changing building 
codes and what they mean for window 
glass production and options, followed 
by a question & answer period. 

“Set wide the window.  
Let me drink the day.”   

 
~ Edith Wharton 



Passion For Passive

The Nadleh Whut’en Administration 
and Cultural Building

Home owners and builders 
are talking about energy efficiency 
in construction practices more and 
more these days. With high energy 
costs and heightened concerns about 
the environment, there is increased 
pressure to think about building with 
regard to sustainability and reducing 
energy consumption while still main-
taining the level of comfort that we 
are used to.

EuroLine Windows has been at 
the forefront in manufacturing high 
performance windows that can 
answer all these concerns. Our 
4700-series ThermoPlus™ system is 
recognized by builders, architects 
and homeowners as one of the best 
products on the market for energy 

 —  Stumbling Greenward —  
A Passive House Story

by Dale Mueller

The Nadleh Whut’en First 
Nation territory is located in north 
central British Columbia, near Fort 
Fraser. The territory covers about 
5,000 square kilometers and includes 
several reserves that are managed by 
the band. Nadleh, the main commu-
nity, is located along the banks of the 
Nadleh River between Fraser Lake 
and the Nechako River.

Nadleh Whut’en, the “people who 
live where the salmon return”, has a 
population of about 500 people, half 
of which live in Nadleh. The band is 
divided into five clans: Lhtseh yoo 
(frog), Dumdehm yoo (bear), Luk sil 
yoo (caribou), Ulstah mus yoo (owl, 
grouse), and Tsah yoo (beaver). 

The band still practices the tra-
ditional  system of administration 
known as Bahlats (potlach). The band 
is a member of the Carrier Sekani 

efficient building methods such as 
Passive House, LEED and Net Zero.

Passive House is the most rigorous, 
and advanced building performance 
standard in the world. ThermoPlus 
windows and doors have been spe-
cifically chosen for many of these 
types of projects throughout BC and 
the Pacific Northwest because they 
can achieve the high standards that 
Passive House demands.

Some of these projects include a 
multi-use community building, a six-
unit townhouse residence, the first 
Passive House on the North Shore, 
a contractor’s own family residence, 
and the first Passive House certified 
house in Vancouver. Read on for 
more details.

Tribal Council (CSTC), and a found-
ing member of the Carrier Sekani 
Family Services, which provides 
support for the band’s families and 
children.

The Nadleh Whut’en have a strong 
interest in their ancestral heritage and 
they are committed to stewardship of 
the land. The new Administration 
and Cultural building has been built 
with this stewardship in mind. 

The 2500 square meter structure 
was commissioned by the Nadleh 
Whut’en Band Council and designed 
and built by Evans Architecture. It 
will house the administration office, 
a health clinic, classrooms, recreation 
and assembly spaces, as well as a 
community kitchen.

The facility was built us-
ing green building principles, 
including Passive House concepts.

looked at local manufacturers. 
EuroLine Windows has a triple pane 
window that is built with impressive 
insulative properties. It has European 
multi-point locking hardware, triple 
gasketing, and is built by a Canadian 
manufacturer that takes pride in 
their work. After the factory tour, the 
choice was easy.

I would like to leave you with a few 
pieces of wisdom that my wife and I  
stumbled into along the way. 

1. Making the complete project the 
 job of one spouse is short sighted 
 The house will be for both of you  
 to share, so approach it that way. 

2. Find consultants that have done 
 what you want to do. There is  
 great time to be saved in utilizing  
 their experiences. 

3.  Take examples of finishing prod- 
 ucts you love and hire an interior  
 designer to help you choose the 
 remaining parts so your house 
 coordinates. 

4.  Get involved with your green 
 building community of choice. 
 They can be a great help offering 
 suggestions and sharing experi- 
 ences of their builds. 

5.  Be excited to share your green 
 journey. Good ideas don’t do much  
 on their own, best when shared  
 with others.

For more information on Passive 
House, videos of our house build and 
talks with industry professionals, check 
out Stumblinggreenward.com where 
we discuss building things that matter.

What is cozy? Do you realize 
that you have bought your single larg-
est purchase, and it is not cozy with-
out a blanket? Even when the heat is 
blaring in the winter, you know there 
are still spots in your house that you 
would rather not be. That room over 
the garage, the room on the top floor 
furthest from the furnace room, or 
near a picture window...

My name is Dale Mueller. In 2009 
I had the opportunity to see the 
Austria House in Whistler being 
built — Canada’s first Passive House. 
It immediately made sense. If we su-
per insulate our buildings the energy 
demands would be greatly reduced in 
summer and winter. I enrolled in the 
first Passive House course offered in 
Vancouver to learn more about how 
to build them.

We began to draw sketch after 
sketch of what our new home would 
look like. We wanted a simple home 
with lots of windows to overlook our 
yard to watch the kids play.

There were few choices in find-
ing windows that would perform to 
the Passive House standard. After 
exploring importing options, we 

Mueller Passive House in Langley - Photos courtesy of Dale Mueller

Artist rendition of the Nadleh Whut’en Administration & Cultural Building 
Courtesy of Evans Architecture



Passive Times Three

The first Passive House in North Vancouver, BC. Photo courtesy of Econ Group

significant savings were achieved 
by building all the modules in Brit-
co’s Agassiz plant and shipping the 
completed structure by barge to Bella 
Bella for installation.

Built to Passive House standards, 
the Bella Bella townhome project was 
designed to require a maximum of 
600 watts of heat per unit even on the 
coldest day of the year. Think of it this 
way: the heat generated from six in-
candescent 100-watt light bulbs could 
warm one unit! 

Another cost-saving feature is the 
heat recovery ventilation system. As 
the air in the building is replaced (about 
once every three hours), the heat from 
the outgoing air is recovered and used 
to warm up the incoming fresh air. 
This system saves energy by reduc-
ing heating requirements. Of course, 
ThermoPlus windows  help to keep the 
heat and cool where they belong!

Canada’s First Modular Multi-Resident Passive House
The village of Bella Bella, pop. 

1400, home to the Heiltsuk First 
Nation, is located on Campbell Island 
in the Central Coast Region of BC. 
Bella Bella has a small airport, a BC 
Ferries terminal, and an RCMP de-
tachment. Other amenities include 
small shops and restaurants, a post 
office, fuel station, library, and a hos-
pital.

This tiny, remote village is now the 
site of the first modular multi-unit res-
idential Passive House project in Can-
ada. The six-unit townhome complex 
was commissioned by the Vancouver 
Coastal Health Authority, designed 
by Mobius Architecture, and built by 
Britco Building Innovation. 

The residential building serves as 
staff housing for employees of the 
R.W. Large Memorial Hospital.

Since labour and shipping costs 
are extremely high in remote areas, 

One of the six two-story townhomes built to house hospital employees in Bella Bella 
BC. This townhouse project was designed to adhere to Passive House standards.  
Photo courtesy of Britco

The First Passive House on 
Vancouver’s North Shore

Designed by Lucio Picciano, 
Principal at DLP Architecture, for 
his growing family, Casa Luca is  the 
first Passive House in Vancouver to 
be certified by the Passive House 
Institute in Darmstadt, Germany. 

In order to obtain that certification, 
the house had to meet the stringent 
Passive House standards, including 
energy ratings, which it achieved in 
part by using the appropriately coat-
ed glass in properly placed windows.

Casa Luca is located on a street that 
offers stunning mountains views on 
the north side of the house. However, 

The North Shore’s first Passive 
House was designed as an “inter-gen-
erational” single family house. 

Designed and built by Econ Group 
Ltd., this dwelling features space for 
a family with children, as well as a 
self-contained “grandparent suite”. 

Both living areas are located on the 
main floor with shared laundry and a 
bathroom that act as a sound buffer 
between them.

You can find more informa-
tion about this exciting project at 
northshorepassivehouse.tumblr.com/ 

The First Passive House Institute 
Certified House in Vancouver, BC

limiting windows on the north side 
is important to avoid excessive heat 
loss, while maximizing windows on 
the south side is essential to capitalize 
on solar heat gain to reduce energy 
consumption and costs.

A rooftop deck was the solution 
to accessing the views and also pro-
vided a private outdoor space, while 
EuroLine’s 4700-series ThermoPlus 
windows provided the answer to the 
glazing requirements.

Casa Luca is a perfect example of 
how a Passive House design can meet 
the needs of a young urban family.

Exterior and Interior view of Casa Luca. Photo courtesy of DLP Archtecture.

When a workman knows the use of his tools,  
he can make a door as well as a window.  ~ George Eliot



EuroLine Windows is social! 
Find us on Facebook, follow us on 
Twitter, YouTube, and LinkedIn, look 
us up on Houzz or HomeStars, and 
check out our Pinterest boards!!

If you have a EuroLine story that 
should be included in our next issue, 
let us know. 

Send your story to Outlook:  
socialmedia@euroline-windows.com 
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The Last Word

North Park Passive House  — Victoria, BC
Designed by Hughes Condon 
Marler Architects and built by 
Bernhardt Contracting, North Park 
Passive House is the first multi-fam-
ily, market project built to Passive 
House standards in Canada. All six 
of the 2-bedroom residences sold 
before completion, which is an indi-
cation of the continuing interest in 
highly energy efficient homes.

North Park was built with sustainabil-
ity, high performance and renewable 
energy in mind. By integrating mod-
ern construction practices, the latest 

Interior photos of North Park Passive House. Photos courtesy of Bernhardt Contracting

building components and technology, 
North Park Passive House serves as a 
benchmark for multi-family Passive 
House construction.

A high tech photovoltaic array on 
the roof supplies solar energy to the 
building’s power grid, which adds to 
the entire strata’s energy savings.

The insulation is made of rockwool 
(an insulating material made of stone 
and recycled slag, a by-product of 
steel production). North Park, like 
all Passive Houses, was made with 

approximately double the amount of 
insulation as a conventional house, 
along with added insulation under 
the floors. This extra insulation, as 
well as using highly efficient Thermo-
Plus windows, helps to keep the units 
warm in winter and cool in summer. 
Exterior shades also help keep the 
apartments cool in the summer.

There is no furnace in the building. 
Instead, a heat recovery ventilator 
circulates the warm air generated by 
the heated floor in the bathrooms and 
the electric radiant panel in kitchens.

The units feature FSC certified 
engineered hardwood floors and 
recycled glass countertops. Native 
plants have been used extensively in 
the landscaping. There is secure bicycle 
parking on site, and raised garden beds 
for residents to grow their own veggies.

In October 2015, North Park was cer-
tified by the Passive House Institute 
in Darmstadt, Germany, and this past 
April, Bernhardt Contracting won 
two VIBE awards for the project: Best 
Townhouse Development and Best 
Environmental Initiative.

Mark Your Calendars!
EuroLine Windows Inc. will be hosting its  

Biennial Technology Forum on Thursday, October 20, 2016
at the Delta Town & Country Inn.

This all-day event will feature leading experts in the  
fenestration and construction industry, covering topics ranging from 

Performance Energy Walls to Passive House Technology — this will be an event not to be missed.

Visit our website and sign up for our eNewsletter 
for notification of Early Bird ticket sales and the latest news and updates.


